1EINKE A2
READ THIS BEFORE YOU BEGIN

AMT kits are moulded from the finest high-impact styrene plastic. Use only paint and
cement made for styrene. Trim excess plastic from parts before joining. Use just
enough cement to join parts, and be careful not to smear cement on exposed surfaces.

Look over this instruction sheet carefully before you begin building. Follow the
assemble instructions and "test fit"” the parts without cementing. This will familiarize
you with the fit and location of the parts.

Built according to the instructions on this sheet, you should have no trouble assembling
your model. Just FOLLOW THE NUMBERS. The parts are numbered in the order
of assembly.

AMT warrants the parts contained in this kit to be free of defects in material and workmanship. Do not
return any kits to the store from which it was purchased, If you have a claim, mail the whole kit, postage

repaid, to: Service Department. AMT CORPORAT!_ON, ]225 E_osl Maple Road, Troy, Mich. 48084,
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~ Early in the summer of 1940 the Heinkel Aircraft Company began development of an advanced
‘?&ﬁign with such novel features as a pressurized cockpit and tricycle landing gear. The basic
design was riq‘_él}ly adaptable to any of several configurations such as fighter, bomber or torpedo
~ bomber, The désign was offered to the German Air Ministry, but at that stage of the war they
were of the opinion that victory could be achieved with aircraft then existing and the project
‘was shelved. The Air Ministry did not consider it necessary to develop specialized night fighters
~as it was felt that the Me-110 and Ju-88 bomber could be modified to this role.

By the end of 1941 the position had changed in Germany and the pressure of the RAF bombing
by night forced the German Air Ministry to alter their opinion and request a night fighter version
of the Heinkel design, now known as the He-219. In March 1942 the aircraft suffered the first
of the setbacks which were to be a feature of its career. Two EAF attacks on the factory at
Rostock destroyed eighty per cent of the drawings, though the prototype survived. The develop-
ment program was transferred to Vienna for safety and 130 pre-production aircraft were -
ordered to be in operational service by April 1943.

The first prototype was completed within eleven months of receipt of the contract and first flew !
on November 15, 1942, In January 1943 comparison flights were made between the He-219
g and the Ju-188. The He-219 was proven the more successful of the two and the pre-production
order was increased to 300 machines. The He-219 underwent various trials to finalize the ideal !
armament and the first production aircraft were delivered with four 15mm or 30mm cannon. i
Extensive trials were also carried out to find the most suvitable radar installation.

By August 1943 the aircraft was in full production and meeting success as a night fighter.

The EAF countered the threat of this new German fighter by sending Mosquito night fighters

with the bomber stream to seek out the Heinkels, A special ‘‘Anti-Mosquito'' version of the

He-219 with more powerful engines and a higher top speed was hurriedly evolved. This model

had less protective armor but carried tail warning radar.

During the production of the He-219 the radar equipment was progressively improved. The

crew, engines, fuel and ammunition were all well protected and the He-219 was the first
. operational aircraft to feature ejector seats. Fully loaded the fighter enjoyed a surplus of power

and in one instance a pilot made an emergency take-off on one engine with his flaps and

landing gear fully extended.

Many different variations of this successful aircraft were proposed but the advancing Russian ,
armies overran the production plants before they could materialize. Several of the hand-made i
prototypes, including a high-altitude version, were destroyed by the Allied bombing.

In all, 268 production aircraft were completed (11 in 1943, 195 in 1944 and 62 in 1945)
and twenty ‘“versuchs'’, or experimental, aircraft were employed operationally, A further six
He-219s had been assembled secretly from spare components at service airflelds bringing the
P total to 294 machines. . : -
l The He-219 proved to be an excellent aircraft whose production development, like sb"_munv
: advanced German designs, was started too late, If its true potential had been recognized early
in its design life it might have inflicted severe damage to the Allied bombing effort. .

HE-219A SPECIFICATIONS Vo)

DIMENSIONS:
Span 607 814"
Length 50" 11%"
Height 13 5%
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