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The RF-4 is multisensor tacticalrecon plde. Al the ime of its
developnent jr was standtrd prccedure for the Us Air Force to
delerop recon v¤rsions ofits newest fighters, and lhe RF-4 w6 no
exeplion, orde.ed duins lhe desiF staAe of the I-4 Phantom. The
prototype YRI 4C was a conved.d airlBne ftom the F-48 produc-
tion line completed in July 1963 and liBt flown or Augusr 8 of rhar
yetr The RI-4 was a qudntum leap in recon fighter deveropment ar
the lime an all weadrer nulti-s¤nsor plane with greally capaciry
including electronic ed inizrcd sensors in addition to lhe slandad
camen equlpment. Tte RF-,l was a madng of the !-4E winc (no
foruard edge sllts) rith an F4C tuselage, and the plhe hade irs fi6r
llight on S?tmber 15 , 1970. 150 ofthese plees were lmdrced in
total, and all were seht to American auies, including West Gema.y,
Japan, Isr.e1, In. , Turkey and Greece. Powerplafi was the same
J79 GE-17 used by rrre st dard F,,lE,. Onboad optics i. the RI-,l
included . KS-87B foMdd view cmera in the fotuard canem bay.
and either a KA-56E low altitudo panolamic cmera o. (A-9I B high
altitude parormic camem in the central camen bay. Behind the
cenlral cmera bdy, APD-I0D SLR foNard vie* Hon mdar was
insialled, wirh AAs-r8A inflared recon equipnent instaned behind
this. Wten this equipment gathered pholognphic bd other dala. was

linl<ed lo and anal,zed in theASN-56 iicnial narigalion syslem along
littdalalo.thespeed,altnude.ai.craft pirch.yawandhead goflhe
plane itsell Other eqnilDent on thc RF,IE included LlE LA:ll:l
rlewllnder LheASQ-90 data display, the APN 205 radaraltiDarerand
pholo flash caflridge laun0hers on cirhcr side of the luselage The
Rf 4F. also caried .nAPQ-99 foiYard vielv navigationalndar iI irs
nose cone that lvas c+rble olnavigaring by rerain lealures. hr April
i973, Ihe.,apmese Air Self-Defcncc Force ordered loufieen lI-4Es
as reD acehenc lort[eraging rccon fleet ofR!'86F Sabres, andthe
new pllnes ariled in Japan ro bc a.cepred at the 50Lsr Recon Squad-
ron al Hyalxi AirLrase in lba!aki Prefectlre in Mech 1975.

(oata)
Crew: two (pilot md naviearorj wingspd: ll.?lm: length: 19.33m
(including pirot tube); heighr: 5.00m; engine: Gmdal Elecric
J79GEI7A (5,152ks of $rust, 8.083k9 on aft{bme, x2i
mdimum speed: Mach 2.4 al40,000feett mdimum take-olfweight
26,760kgi opelational recon radius (with three exteml tuel hnlr:
600nautical niles: fixed amament, noie
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.,!.. CAUTION
*MAKE SURE TO FEAD INSTRUCTIONS LISTED

BELOW BEFOFEASSEMBLING,
+ADULT SUPERVISIOF SHOULD ALSO BEAD

INSTFUCTIONS WHEN ASSEMBLED BY CHILDBEN
AGED 12 OF YOUNGEFI.
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